November 7, 2005 
Dear Friends, 
Sorry that I have been out of pocket the past two weeks, a lot has been going on in my life. I have actively been pursuing the adoption of Phila for my daughter and son in law, the news has not been so hopeful lately, I have been working with a reputable private social worker here and have been told that they would be required to live in South Africa for at least two years and bond with Phila and then maybe SA would consider the international adoption. This is not a possibility for them so I have been trying to adopt Phila myself for them and again the latest news is not positive, I can and would stay here as long as the process takes but have been told they don?t usually allow people to be more than 40 years older than the child they are trying to adopt ? I guess I fall in that category! Having no viable income will also be a problem. I will still continue to try to adopt him (I can't imagine leaving here without him). Prior to the Hague Law that was passed in Dec of 2003 international adoptions here were less complicated ? The US is not a Hague country and that in itself creates a big problem. I will keep you posted about the process. Any suggestions or advise from anyone out there that understands this Hague Law or international adoption would be appreciated. I have been here six months now and can't imagine leaving here next May leaving any of them behind, but know it is not possible to take them all with me. 
I am so proud of my daughter, she will be graduating next month with honors and a Masters Degree in Public Health; she has decided to go back to school again in January to pursue another Masters Degree in Social Work. It will be very hard being here and not at home to share this honor with her and my family. Please know never for a minute do I doubt this is exactly where I want to be and believe it is all part of God?s plan for me but at times it is hard. 
I have been networking with other organizations lately trying to make future contacts for Our Journey volunteer placements for January 2007. I met with the Director of Feeding The Babies Foundation in Durban last week and will meet with her again soon to discuss the possibility of Our Journey volunteers being placed in some of their projects, they are a very reputable organization that have many good things going on in South Africa one being they feed the starving children, many of whom are orphans as a result of HIV/AIDS. This is just one of many organizations I am looking into. Currently I am sharing some of the medical supplies being shipped to Our Journey with them, we are also sharing the home here and families in the valley where I live, I have been very fortunate to make contact and friends with some local Zulu people here and know for fact our supplies are going where they are mostly needed. Thanks to the friends of Our Journey at home! 
Love, 
Maureen 
www.ourjourneyinc.org
Ps, Hot off the press, I just received word that Our Journey Inc. has officially received correspondence that the IRS has approved our non-profit status effective November 12, 2004. Again thanks to Tim Brown and Sally Mennen and the many others that were involved in making this happen!
Ps, Ps, I can?t resist sending you more pictures of my precious children, they get cuter by the day! 
===========================================

November 13, 2005 
Sunday 
Greetings, 
This week started of as a fun week and certainly is ending the same way. The school year is over at the end of this month; the children will be off school for summer vacation until the middle of January. Itsy Bitsy Crèche School will have it's very first graduate in the Class of 2005 <grin>. Preschool starts here at 4 years old, and then they go to the first grade at 7 years old. Mostly all of Itsy Bitsy Crèche children are 2 and under but Londi is 4 now and she will go to the preschool in the valley in January. This is where the fun starts, we are planning a graduation party for her, she is so excited even though she does not completely understand what graduate means yet. We have sent invitations out to staff, volunteers and the Gogo's, inviting them to a Braai (BBQ) on Nov 28 at 11:00AM. We will have hot dogs (not sure they even know what a hot dog is), juice, and of course some sweeties (snacks) for everyone. Someone has volunteered to make an Itsy Bitsy diploma for Londi and a big sheet cake is being made. We have been practicing singing Happy Graduation to Londi all week at school. I am not sure I can make it without her in Itsy Bitsy, she is a big helper with the babies and she also is my translator, she speaks English as well as Zulu and helps me out all the time by correcting me.
I have been told she did not speak a word of English a year and a half ago, now she speaks better than most of the older children here. 
I am attaching some Itsy Bitsy School pictures taken this past week, the babies have come so far since Itsy Bitsy first opened in July, you will see them doing their Picture flash cards in English. They also sit still in class for at least ten minutes a day looking at their books and then they each have a turn reading their book individually out loud., they really take this seriously. I always give each child a turn to read (they look at the pictures and then speak mumble jumble words) every one has to be real quiet until it is their turn to read. It is a precious sight to witness. 
Some time ago about a dozen used bikes were donated here, some big, some small and some in between. The bikes have been sitting in the warehouse for quite awhile now because there is no place here to ride bikes. Two weekends ago a volunteer started working with about 35 of the older kids here helping them to clean up and build a dirt bike trail where they could ride and race, even made a big hill to jump over. Well, this was the first weekend they got to try it out; some pretty excited children around here. A lot of these kids did not know how to ride a bike so other children would run beside them holding the bike up for them; some kids took bikes and ran beside them and not on them around and around the dirt track. Life can be so simple and wonderful at times when you least expect it. Of course I had to show off and get on a bike and ride the track and YES, Maureen did the jump too! 
The kids are still laughing about me riding, will I ever grow up, hopefully not. 
Love, 
Maureen
www.ourjourneyinc.org
===============================================

November 19, 2005 
Saturday 
We are celebrating all of the November birthdays for the children today. We have one big birthday party per month. Usually, weather permitting, we have a sports day in the field and play all kinds of games, the small children mixed and teamed with the older ones.
You can see by some of the pictures I am attaching they really had a fantastic day. The crechies sat by munching on sandwiches and juice and cheering them all on.

There have been times I have shared some sad times with you, but today is not one of them. Today is a day of rejoicing!
Back in earlier days I shared some stores in my journal about a very sickly baby we have in Crèche; there were days a couple of months ago that I felt at times she was taking her last breath and felt certain she would not be here this Christmas. Well, today I am here to tell you she is doing great and that it is nothing short of a miracle! Two months ago she could not talk, or walk and was not able to take part in anything we were doing. She was in quite a bit of pain and we either carried her or put her in the carriage or left Gogo watching her while she slept in her bed all day.
The past couple of weeks you have been pictures of her sitting - yes sitting in a little chair at Itsy Bitsy School and reading her little book. Wish I had an audio for you to hear. When I do the flash cards in school, she is the first one to whisper what the picture is and smiles so proudly when I clap for her. We can how hold her hands and she walks with us as proud as can be. She continues to have two breathing treatments each day, but the difference is she now holds the machine herself and even goes as far as turning it off and on herself. She has a long way to go and she is not out of the woods by far, but I am rejoicing for today that this little two year old is finally getting to experience what other children take for granted. It does not get much better than this!!!
At home next week you will be celebrating Thanksgiving, although I will miss my family and our traditional dinner of turkey and the fixings, I do not want to miss the opportunity to tell you all how thankful I am for you. Because of your support I am here and living my dream. THANK YOU!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Love,
Maureen
www.ourjourneyinc.org
==========================================

November 29, 2005 
This is the last week of school before all the kids here are out on summer vacation.
Yesterday we had Graduation Day for Itsy Bitsy Crèche School. We had our first graduates in the class of 2005 - she will be attending the valley preschool in January. We had a great celebration and all the crechies had a fantastic day. Starting at 10:00 am we dressed them in their best (volunteers scrounged the warehouse all week for the best of the best donations for them to wear). As you will see in these pictures they all looked absolutely beautiful! We (all Crèche volunteers) planned a great day for our babies.
GRADUATION DAY - ITSY BITSY AGENDA
10:00 - All you can eat fruit - bananas, apples and oranges (something they don't usually get much of)
11:00 - A bag of goodies for everyone - including sunglasses, lollipop, balloons and cheese curls. 
12:00 - Braai (BBQ) sausages and chicken (they love meat and don't get much of it)
Graduation Ceremony - Presents for everyone (baby dolls for the girls and cars for the boys!)
1:00 - Cake and juice for everyone - all the staff, volunteers, preschool children, Gogos and Aunties were invited. The Gogos sang for us. 

1:30 - Lala for our precious babies (they slept with their baby dolls and cars and smiles on their little faces).
A special thank you to past volunteers who have left me money to spend specifically on something special for the crechies.
Please check out our pictures and you will see what a special day it was!
Love,
Maureen
www.ourjourneyinc.org
