April 29, 2009

Dear Family and Friends,  

2008 was an incredible year for Our Journey and 2009 is proving to be just as incredible.  

Since arriving home I have been busy traveling doing Our Journey Power Point Presentations at Churches and local Civic groups … they continue to be great supporters of Our Journey ….  Thank you!!!!   Let me know if you would like us to visit your group.

Sandra Magsamen, Thank You again for your company  supplying the material to the Our Journey Sewing Angels in Georgia and Colorado; they have been busy this past winter sewing quilts for the forgotten children in South Africa and Zimbabwe…you  are an “Our Journey Angel” to pay for the third time  the postage to mail the quilts to Africa.  Today we are packing over 100 quilts and they are still coming in. (check out the attached picture)

“You all are covering the world in love”

Thanks to Amy from Boston and her Narada Yoga Group they raised over $2,000 this April to help continue to feed and clothe the children for another year from the River Crèche (nursery school) in the squatter camp. (For most children this is the only meal they will receive that day) The school is a dilapidated mud room with newspaper ads covering all the walls in hope of keeping the cold weather out; the windows have no glass. 

 Barbara, an Our Journey volunteer has taken on the uniform project this year … her goal is to raise money for over 100 uniforms for NOAH orphans … she is half way there.  A child in South Africa can not go to school unless they have a uniform …. The cost is approx $85.00USD, this will include school supplies, shoes, socks, pants, dress, shirt and sweater.  Separate from this project, we are also raising money with hope of expanding this uniform project into Zimbabwe.

The blanket project is still a work in progress, we will distribute as many blankets as we have money for; remember a $20.00 donation will purchase a blanket for a needy child.  In 2008 we were able to distribute over 1200 blankets to orphans and needy families. We are also taking this project into Zimbabwe.

Check out “our” new roof on our After School building … with help from our teachers and locals the thatched roof was replaced … no more leaks during school.  Our dream this year is to purchase benches and tables for them to work on …. They are currently using the floor.  

With your support, Our Journey is currently supporting three local girls with scholarships to attend training in early education … after 18 months they will be certified. Praise God!

This is only some of our projects in Africa – will update you on the School Garden Project and Sewing Projects in the next newsletter.

Special thanks to “everyone” from Boston to Colorado for your continued support.  We could not do any of this without you!

I will be in South Africa this September checking on our ongoing projects and hoping to continue on into Zimbabwe to help to feed the starving children with Zimele.  God is good!!

Blessings,

Maureen Ahern

www.ourjourneyinc.org 

ourjourneyinc@aol.com 
 HOW YOU CAN HELP

Cash, stock and real estate may be donated to help support Our Journey's projects in South Africa and Zimbabwe.  Donations may also be included in wills. Since Our Journey is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) public charity licensed in the State of Georgia all contributions can be tax deductible. Receipts will be provided for tax purposes. Please send your donations or questions concerning contributions to:

Our Journey, Inc. 
Fred G. Mills, CPA, LLC 
15617 US Hwy 17
Townsend, GA 31331 USA

