June 1, 2009

Dear Family and Friends,
Life is good at home. I am staying busy doing presentations to help raise funds for Our Journey.  I am thoroughly enjoying every minute that I spend with my precious grand babies, Conner and Ella.  I never knew that it was possible to love them as much as I do ... sharing this to help my family and friends understand that because of that love, I am more committed than ever to be back in Africa with my forgotten children.  My grand babies will never do without, my African children will.  Yesterday, I received an e-mail from a good friend who is back in South Africa working in the "valley", very near to the village I live in when in I am in South Africa.  This is what she shared with me.  Needless to say, my heart is crying for these children.

"All is not well in our valley ...  Many jobs have been lost, food has become more expensive, and hunger never far away.  Strange weather patterns brought repeated storms over summer, accompanied by torrential rain, causing damage to mud huts and roads, and causing landslides.
The stories are the same...children and babies crying, and even fainting, in schools and crèches due to a chronic lack of food.  Many children are simply not attending school as they do not have the energy to walk there.  Instead they sit aimlessly on the side of the road, waiting for a handout.
At home a recession means people cut back, forgo luxuries, and spend more wisely.  Here, they cannot cut back.  One meal a day soon becomes no meal.  I am seeing more shoes without soles, children without warm clothes, eyes that look sad and tired."

I can not help wondering how this is all affecting Phila and his family, their village is more remote and far away.  It is not possible for me to get an update.  Please pray that he is still alive when I visit his home in September.
Blessings,
Maureen
www.ourjourneyinc.org 
ourjourneyinc@aol.com 

 HOW YOU CAN HELP
 
Cash, stock and real estate may be donated to help support Our Journey's projects in South Africa and Zimbabwe.  Donations may also be included in wills. Since Our Journey is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) public charity licensed in the State of Georgia all contributions can be tax deductible. Receipts will be provided for tax purposes. Please send your donations or questions concerning contributions to:
 
Our Journey, Inc. 
Fred G. Mills, CPA, LLC 
15617 US Hwy 17
Townsend, GA 31331 USA
