September 27, 2009

Well, I am back in South Africa for almost a week now...it did not take long to realize why I was back...the very first day Mildred told us a local woman we knew had died and she had to pick up the up the body and a box for her to be buried in.  We attended the funeral at her humble home the next day.... she left behind five small orphan children... they had already lost their parents once, now the Auntie that was caring for them is also dead... what will happen to them now???  Life is so harsh here. Last year Our Journey supplied uniforms and shoes for the children in this family to attend school. 

Barbara and I have quite a challenge ahead of us this week, we need to purchase 100 school uniforms and shoes for the NOAH Orphans.  Wednesday we visited a women’s sewing co-op, a government run program that teaches these Zulu women to sew and become self reliant, we made an instant decision to have our uniforms made here instead of purchasing them at a department store in town. 
Today, was another amazing day, we gave out two hundred blankets and quilts...it was a squatter camp (informal settlement) of about 500 people (mostly immigrants that are fleeing from Zimbabwe)...we were shocked at the amount of children, more babies than adults...the church we were working with supplied food for them and we held a church service right there.  My hearts aches when I see how some of these people live...especially little babies and children. Check out the attached pictures, it says it better than any words could… 
I am staying in town with a friend this weekend, so I am able to send this e-mail out...usually; I am always in a rush when I get to town so this is a luxury.  We get to take a shower too...that's a real plus! I had been feeling sorry for myself because we have no hot water or shower where we are staying...and it rained inside our house last night...but after being at the squatter camp today, we are living in a mansion. 
I will be heading to Zimbabwe on Oct 7; Barbara will stay in South Africa for another two weeks and continue to give out the NOAH uniforms and shoes.  God is good!!!

Much love and blessings,
Maureen

To find out more about Our Journey and how to help with these projects go to our web site:     www.ourjourneyinc.org 

