Our Journey August, 2010 Newsletter

Dear Friends,

I can not believe it is countdown time now for when I return back to Africa.  In September I will be returning to Zimbabwe and South Africa to visit our on going projects.  It has been a blessed summer, fund raising trips to Boston, New Hampshire, Colorado and not to be forgotten, and my home on the Georgia Coast.  Our Journey supporters are AWESOME!!  Two events stand out in my mind more than anything; “children helping children.”  Last month I told you about Calvin the eight year old boy I met while in Colorado, after having breakfast with his family and telling them about the work we do in Africa, he looked up at his Mom and asked “  Mom, can I give my own money to help feed these African children?”  Then to come back home and find the children from a local church in my neighborhood sponsoring a car wash to help feed the African children.  

To have the heart of a child is to have it all.
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The OJ funded community/school gardens both in Zimbabwe and Kenya are doing great; local people are working the gardens and using the produce to help supplement their feeding programs.  Remember almost all of the children/orphans we work with are orphans and fortunate to have one meal a day; for most it is their only meal. Many of these children have lost one or both parents to AIDS; some children are taking care of themselves and living in mud huts with no adults and no food.  Since the Garden/School/Feeding Project began in 2009 in Zimbabwe the school attendance has more than doubled from 187 students to almost 400.   Last year OJ committed to feed 100 orphan children a meal a day at school; children are walking 5- 6 miles each way to school on an empty stomach. Happy to say we reached our goal for this year to feed the same 100 children; but so sad to say, that leaves 300 other vulnerable children at that school still very hungry.  I believe in “miracles” and trust that somehow we will find a way to feed all the children. Just think, $7.00 a month will feed one child for a month and $10.00 will buy a child a blanket to keep them warm on a cold winter night while sleeping on a dirt floor in a mud hut. 
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These programs are just some of the projects OJ is working with in Africa.  While in South Africa I will visit the on going Home Base Care Programs, local people being trained to help meet the needs of the sickliest in their community, in some cases helping the most needy die with dignity. OJ has helped with funding these training sessions and a great friend of ours from Oklahoma was able to supply most of the basic medical supplies needed.  Thank you Bob Daggett and all the Rotarians from Oklahoma that helped make this shipment of supplies possible.  

I am hoping to meet up with the three local Zulu girls that OJ supported with scholarships’ to get certified in Early Education. They will be finishing up their 18 month course before the end of the year and will be teaching in Creche’s (nursery schools) in their communities.  Our Journey is committed to help break the cycle of dependency.

If you would like to donate to a specific project please specify on your check:

Zimbabwe School - 1 Blanket ~ $10.00

Zimbabwe School - One meal a day for a child for a month ~ $7.00

Zimbabwe/Kenya- Garden supplies – Gardening Tools, seedlings, fencing

Zimbabwe/Kenya - any $$$ amount for School Supplies, paper, pencils etc

Kenya – Feed the Street/Slum Orphan Children - any $$ amount

South Africa - School Uniform ~ $60 - $80 dollars per child.

Send your donation to:  

Our Journey, Inc

15617 US Hwy 17

Townsend, GA 31331

Much love,

Maureen
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