Our Journey in Zimbabwe, October 2010

The past three weeks have been truly amazing and also one of the hardest and most emotional trips I have ever made to Africa.  Zimbabwe now has no currency of their own, they are using very old US dollars and can not give you change, they offer candy in lieu of change. They are paying much more for food than we do in the states.  Many people in this country are going hungry not just the poor people.  Even in the capitol Harare there are major power shortages, in some places the power goes out almost every day with no warning and many times stays off for over 12 hours. Where I stayed in the city we could only use the water at night, their was no water during the day. 

We had a real slow start distributing the blankets,  we encountered many challenges and obstacles but it has still been the most rewarding trip I have ever made.  Our Journey was able to distribute over 500 blankets to needy children, old people, a hospital and a local orphanage.  We are also feeding 450 children a meal a day at the school, the local women have organized themselves to cook  outside every day for the children and also tend the  Our Journey community/school garden.  The garden project is supplementing the feeding program and the children can now have a vegetable with their Maize Mealie.  For most of these children it is their only meal for the day after walking many miles to school.  Last year attendance was 147 children, today because of the feeding program 450 children are attending school.  Your support has made all of this possible.

I am now in South Africa and will give you an update on our projects here later.

If you would like to donate to these projects please go to our web site:   www.ourjourneyinc.org and click on How to Donate.

Much love,
Maureen

Click on the links below to see pictures

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=241797&id=730943648&l=4e23b7c87f

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=241813&id=730943648&l=ae375f0842

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=241808&id=730943648&l=e8e996fdc2



