A week in South Africa - October  2010
It did not take long for me realize I was back in South Africa. I spent a day in the Valley visiting projects that Our Journey supports. First stop we picked up the local ladies that we funded for training in Home Base Care; we then visited a young women with two children, she is HIV positive and had been very sickly and at deaths door. Her Mom was there with her and told us she had already lost five children to AIDS and does not want to lose another one. The HBC ladies have been making visits to her home (walking many miles to get there) and taking care of her, today she was up and walking around, needless to say it was a happy visit. Next stop, another women with children, she is also HIV positive, she is also doing better since the HBC ladies have been checking in on her.  The basic medical supplies OJ donated have been put to good use. After leaving that home we visited another home where a 36 year old girl had just died, she is someone whom I have known very well for the past three years, we sat with the family and prayed. Leaving there to return back home when we were called to assist someone at the hospital in town, a HBC worker had taken a ten year old to be tested for HIV; she had been raped.. Sad to say all of this is not unusual, it is not the part of South Africa that you hear about on TV. 
Today I visited one of the creche that Our Journey has donated school supplies to and we have also given three local ladies scholarships  for early education training, we are happy to report that all ladies will be completing this 18 month course next month and are now working in creches in their community.
We have also been able to purchase school uniforms and shoes for 20 orphans, the uniforms are being sewn by a local women's co-op.
Check out the pictures of the Gogo's that are making the Angels for Our Journey, we are selling them and part of the money goes to them to help them care for the orphans in their homes.  We also use part of the money to support our self  help programs.  Check out our web site www.ourjourneyinc.org ; and click on our Angel Store if you would like to order some Angels or Angel note cards.
Seeing all of this makes you realize what Our Journey is doing is very important to these people.... thank you for your continued support.
Blessings,
Maureen 

Click on the link below to see pictures of  Our Journey projects in South Africa

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=243538&id=730943648&l=a153b88976


