January 2011 Newsletter  

Dear Friends of Our Journey - A look back at 2010

Zimbabwe - The pictures say it all - Our Journey continues to work with Pastor Wellington to feed 450 orphan/vulnerable children a meal a day (for most their only meal). The school/community vegetable garden was planted by the local women in the community and is part of Our Journey self-sustainable Self Help program. The produce is used to help supplement the daily feeding program and any extra will be sold to help with the orphans’ school fees. These ladies and children are amazing; they are truly working towards breaking the cycle of dependency. 

Since the feeding program attendance at the school has gone from 127 to 450 children attending school daily. These women and children are walking 4-5 miles each way to school each day.

Local Zimbabwean women cooking for the school children 
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Check out the garden pictures!   
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We were able to give every child attending school a blanket to keep them warm; most are sleeping in mud huts on dirt floors. 
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Calvin’s Pen Pal Project
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Currently only 5% of seventh graders pass the test to continue on to high school as an incentive to raise that percentage we are taking our School Uniform Project to Zimbabwe next year.  We will supply a school uniform to any 7th grade student that passes the test.  

Kenya ~ Our Journey is working with three local Kenyan Pastors to feed the street children.

[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]



      [image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]


  [image: image15.jpg]


   

[image: image16.jpg]


 With Our Journeys help all three programs have implemented community garden projects to help feed the street children.
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We are so excited to be taking the Our Journey Blanket Project to Kenya in 2011

South Africa ~

Our Journey sponsored scholarships for three Zulu ladies to go to school and get certified in early education; they graduated this year. We are so proud of them; one has even started her own school in her village. 
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Our Journey helps with school supplies for this crèche (nursery school)

Our Journey sponsored a week of training in Home Base Care for a group of Zulu ladies; they live in a very remote impoverished community.  This will take the burden off young children and old people who are taking care of sick and dying family members. Training in HBC will enable the women to develop an organized support system to care for neighbors in need; it will also broaden their knowledge about caring for patients with HIV/AIDS.  With help from our Rotary friends in Oklahoma we were also able to supply them with many medical supplies.                       [image: image19.jpg]
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New School Uniforms for 20 orphan children in South Africa.

                   2010 Fund Raisers for Our Journey
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Our Journey Fabulous Fish Fry                                         Rummage Sale

Happy New Year!

