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Our Journey Newsletter

In Zimbabwe, the beginning of the new school year starts in January.  Three years ago Our Journey began working with Somalala Primary School in a tribunal area; at that time only 5% of the students were able to pass the test given to go on to high school.  We are excited to share with you that 54% of seventh graders passed the test this past year.  Attendance has grown from 100 students to 450.  This school is located in an extremely rural poor area where 84% of the children at the school are orphans or vulnerable children; mostly due to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

Our Journey has awarded two scholarships to the best 7th grade students that will be going on to high school...it will include a school uniform, and school fees. This educational assistance program is supported by Our Journey Inc.

We partnered with UNICEF and with your support we were able to purchase text books in every subject; in the past, 15 children would share one book. 
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Our Journey sponsors a community/school garden; the garden has been self sustaining for three years now.  The garden supplements the feeding program at the school. The garden adds nutritional value to the food served to the children; for most of these children, it is their only meal. The garden and feeding program are sponsored by Our Journey and are staffed by local volunteers, teachers and school children. The children walk 4-5 miles to school.  
Our Journey feeds over 3,000 orphans/street children in Kenya. [image: image7.jpg]



Many of these orphans have been left behind as a result of HIV/AIDS; also many parents died during the post election violence of 2007.  Three years ago Our Journey began supporting three community gardens with local Pastors to help supplement the three feeding programs.  Currently, all three Community Gardens are self-sustainable. Along with the Pastors, local people take full responsibility for the Gardens and The Feeding Programs.  Jobs are being created with the gardens …Local people work with the Pastors in the gardens for food and money.  Excess produce is sold at the markets. 
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“Our Journey is working towards breaking the cycle of dependency!”

Please join our “Our Journey Buy a Blanket Campaign 2012" for orphans & street children in Kenya. With your support, every one of these street children living at the dump site will receive a blanket in 2012 from Our Journey.... You can help keep a child warm...one blanket costs $13.00. In faith, we set our goal to purchase 1,000 blankets in 2012.

The blanket project supports families to combat harsh living conditions. The distribution of blankets has motivated the communities and shown them that despite racial and political differences, there are people who care deeply about their well-being. The Lord our God can be experienced all the time when one gives. The distribution of the blankets will always be done hands-on by an Our Journey volunteer.

Maybe you can't buy 1,000 blankets but you can buy one! You can make a difference in a child's life! 
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These children are living at the dump site and are eating rotten food that had just been dumped.  My heart cries for these children.

Much love, 

Maureen


Check out our web site to see how you can help with these programs. www.ourjourneyinc.org
